Aquatic Experts
Set to Offer Free
Seminars in the
Aquatic Lounge
at Global Pet
Expo 2018
GLOBALPETEXPO.ORG

Mark your calendars to attend the following
all-new Aquatic Seminars throughout
the week at Global Pet Expo 2018!
Registration is not required for these
informative, free events packed with
useful information to improve business
and boost sales in 2018!

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 | 11:00 – 11:45 am

Why Aquacultured Marine Fish Are Important
for the Local Fish Store and How They’ve Changed
the Aquarium Industry
PRESENTERS: DUSTIN DORTON, JORDAN NOE AND JONATHAN FOSTER
In today’s rapid pace of marine aquaculture it has altered the entire supply chain of animals to the home
aquarist. For 45 minutes these speakers will cover the fascinating history of aquaculturing saltwater animals,
the significant implications for its future, and what all these exciting developments mean to the Local Fish
Store. Attendees will learn about some of the most important benefits aquacultured fish provide to the retail
store business model and how Florida marine farmers are not only changing, but leading this industry!
Dustin Dorton is the President of Oceans, Reefs & Aquariums (ORA) which is recognized as the largest marine
ornamental aquaculture facility in the US. Raised in Southern California, Dustin started working at one of the
top fish stores in the state at the age of 15. In 2001, Dustin moved to Florida to start the coral propagation
project for ORA on the site of the Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute. ORA produces some of the most
recognizable and beloved corals in the hobby and has contributed more than 120 different species and varieties
of clownfish, dottybacks, filefish and even sharks to marine aquarists and public aquariums worldwide.
Jordan Noe is the Director of Sales for Oceans, Reefs & Aquariums (ORA). Originally from Portland, Oregon,
he has participated in every aspect of the marine industry. An avid aquarist, Jordan has worked in brick and
mortar retail fish stores, chain pet stores, operated a small aquarium maintenance company, managed
a wholesale aquarium product manufacturer/distributor and is now thrilled to be a part of ORA.
Jonathan Foster is the owner and operator of FishEye Aquaculture, located in Dade City, Florida.
Jonathan founded FishEye in 2008 with several aquariums in a single-car garage, and quickly
grew into one of Florida’s largest producers of marine ornamentals, as well as the sole producer
of several species used in zoo and public aquarium exhibits. FishEye also collects and
grows eggs spawned at public aquariums, supporting sustainability efforts at these public
institutions. Jonathan is passionate about marine ornamental aquaculture and has served
on a variety of industry panels and sustainability committees. He also currently serves on
the board of directors for the Florida Tropical Fish Farmers Association as Treasurer.
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Wednesday, March 21, 2018 | 1:30 – 2:15 pm

Choosing the Right Aquarium Plants
for My Store
PRESENTERS: BRANDON MCLANE AND PIERRE LEPOCHAT
The modern trend of aquatic gardening has created a renewed interest in freshwater
aquariums and live plants in general. Planted tanks have been featured in many of
the trade publications and are becoming one of the driving forces in the freshwater
category. If you have not carried live plants before, or are looking to expand your
selection, this is the talk for you. Presenters will discuss the hardiest varieties, care
techniques, and tips to make you and your customers successful in aquatic gardening.
Brandon McLane is Vice President of Florida Aquatic Nurseries, Inc. in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, one of the largest producers of aquatic plants in the United States. He has been
with the Florida Aquatic Nurseries since 2006. Brandon works in all aspects of the company
from discovering and hybridizing new plant varieties to developing websites and business
plans. Brandon attended the University of Florida, where he received a Bachelor of
Science Degree with a specialization in Landscape and Nursery Management in 2003.
Pierre LePochat is the owner of WaterScapes Aquatic Plant Nursery in Plant City,
Florida. In 2004, Pierre purchased The Snailery of Tampa, an aquatic plant business,
renaming it WaterScapes Aquatic Plant Nursery which is a wholesale grower of aquarium
and water garden plants. The business has grown over the past 15 years, moving
from three acres of in-ground ponds and four small greenhouses in North Tampa to
a seven-acre farm in Plant City with above-ground propagation tables and vats in
over 100,000 sq. ft. of greenhouses. Pierre is the Vice President of the Florida
Tropical Fish Farmers Association, the aquatic plant representative on the
Aquaculture Review Council (an advisory council to the Florida Commissioner
of Agriculture), and a member of the Florida Aquaculture Association.
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Thursday, March 22, 2018 | 11:00 – 11:45 am

Shipping Water Secrets:
How to Improve Newly-Arrived
Fish Survival and Health
PRESENTER: ROY P. E. YANONG, VMD
In this presentation, attendees will learn about the big changes that occur in shipping water and fish
during transport, and why some acclimation methods are not ideal. This lecture will explain all you
need to know to reduce fish losses and improve overall health, starting on day one, arrival.
Dr. Yanong’s longtime interest as a tropical fish hobbyist led to a career in fish health. He
attended the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Veterinary Medicine, concentrated in aquatic
animal medicine, and graduated in 1992. He was a staff veterinarian at 5D Tropical for almost five
years before joining the University of Florida/IFAS Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory in 1996. He
provides outreach, research, and educational programs in fish health management, including
on-site veterinary assistance and disease diagnostic support for the aquarium fish industry
throughout the state, and is the host of the Aquariumania podcast on PetLifeRadio.com.

Thursday, March 22, 2018 | 1:30 – 2:15 pm

Developing New Species for the Florida
Ornamental Fish Industry
PRESENTER: MATTHEW A. DIMAGGIO PH.D.
The domestic aquaculture production of ornamental species is dominated by Florida
growers. However, pressures from fluctuations in market demand and competition with
foreign imports threatens the continued growth and profitability of this industry. The
development of new species for commercial production has the potential to increase the
competitiveness of Florida producers. This lecture will cover important considerations when
trying to bring a new species to market as well as some of the exciting breakthroughs
by researchers at the University of Florida’s Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory.
Matt DiMaggio is an assistant professor and extension specialist at the Tropical Aquaculture
Laboratory at the University of Florida. Matt has worked in the aquaculture field for over
ten years and has a broad foundation, having conducted research with both marine and
freshwater fish species produced for food, bait, and ornamental purposes. His current
research program focuses on the culture of ornamental fish species in Florida and he works
closely with the local industry to identify opportunities for optimization and innovation.
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