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This highly anticipated new conference combines the best elements of PIDA’s 
annual meeting and the Top2Top conference with the scope and size of 
APPA. This combined meeting will deliver:

• An exciting and informative conference program with world-class speakers who 
challenge conventional thinking and the status quo. 

• Breakout Sessions that explore best practices and identify trends that will drive 
industry and business growth.

• Supplier Tabletop Exhibits giving key decision makers access to suppliers of 
packaging, equipment, software and other tools of the trade.

• Executive Conferences that bring trading partners together for frank and 
productive one-on-one discussions.

The Pet Industry Leadership Conference brings all stakeholders together for the 
first time to address the critical issues facing your business. Join other leading 
executives from sectors including manufacturing, distributing, livestock breeding 
and wholesaling, and retail to hear world-class speakers deliver experience 
and knowledge to help you advance your business. Be a part of the inaugural 
conference that will help define a new beginning for the pet industry.
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HERE
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We are excited to invite you to the industry’s first-ever joint business conference 
brought to you by the American Pet Products Association (APPA), the Pet Industry 
Distributors Association (PIDA) and the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC). 



WHY YOU CAN’T MISS THE 
PET INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE
• Attended by more than 300 of the pet 

industry’s leading voices — CEOs, CFOs, 
owners, VP Sales & Marketing and other 
C-level executives

• Thought leaders whose achievements are 
celebrated worldwide who can help you 
stretch your goals

• Peer-to-peer dialog in a relaxed, 
resort environment that encourages 
collaborative thinking

• Beautiful desert setting that offers a 
welcome respite from January’s bitter 
cold

• All segments of the pet industry gathered 
together in a non-trade show setting, 
where the emphasis is on problem 
solving, not selling

• Suppliers of products and services to the 
pet industry gathered for the first time in 
one location to serve you.

SUPPLIER TABLETOP SHOW
Find suppliers of the products and 
services you need to run your business 
all in one convenient location! 

Dozens of leading industry suppliers have 
been gathered to provide solutions to your 
operational challenges. The tabletop show 
will be open during lunch and for evening 
cocktails, providing a useful and enjoyable 
venue for you to find the product or service 
that’s right for your needs. 
• Packaging Suppliers
• Truck Leasing Companies
• Software Developers
• Marketing Experts

BREAKOUT SESSIONS—TACKLING THE 
INDUSTRY’S TOUGHEST ISSUES
Each afternoon, you will be able to choose 
among concurrent breakout sessions that 
will explore some of the pet industry’s most 
pressing issues. Topics will include what’s 
being done today to ensure an adequate 
supply of pets tomorrow; how product 
trends are shifting and what it means 
for your sales; and what impact will the 
upcoming national elections have on your 
business. Timely, interactive and uniquely 

focused on the issues that are important to 
you — don’t miss these insightful sessions!

EXCLUSIVE EXECUTIVE ONE-ON-ONE 
CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Executive Conferences bring manufacturers 
and distributors together for concentrated, 
one-on-one sessions. Use them to evaluate 
your business relationship with trading 
partners, plan marketing strategies for 
the year and discuss new products and 
promotions. 
 A total of 28 conferences are available 
spanning seven hours over two days. 
Distributors will be provided with private, 
draped booths in which to host their 
conferences. Appointments are scheduled 
in advance of the meeting, so advanced 
planning is essential.
 Executive Conference appointments are 
an exclusive benefit of PIDA membership. 
If you are not a PIDA member and would 
like to participate, contact PIDA at marci@
kingmgmt.org for membership information.

NEW!
FIRST TIME EVER!
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SPEAKER PROFILES

CAPTAIN MARK KELLY
Commander of Space Shuttle 
Endeavour’s Final Mission

Mark Kelly is an American hero who 
inspires others to be their best while 

remaining true to their core values. He 
exemplifies leadership, the importance of 
teamwork, and courage under pressure.
 Mark Kelly is an American astronaut, 
retired U.S. Navy Captain, bestselling-
author, cancer survivor, and an experienced 
naval aviator who flew combat missions 
during the Gulf War. The winner of many 
awards, including the Legion of Merit, two 
Defense Superior Service Medals and two 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, Kelly was 
selected as an astronaut in 1996. He flew 
his first of four missions in 2001 aboard 
Space Shuttle Endeavour, the same space 
shuttle that he commanded on its final 
flight in May 2011. He has also commanded 
Space Shuttle Discovery and is one of 
only two individuals who have visited the 
International Space Station on four different 
occasions.
 Already a celebrated American, Kelly 
became the center of international 
attention after the January 2011 
assassination attempt on his wife, former 
US Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords. 
In their best-selling memoir, Gabby, the 
couple shares their story of hope and 
resilience with the world. The inspirational 
memoir has topped multiple best-seller 

lists, including the New York Times, the Wall 
Street Journal, USA Today, and Amazon. Kelly 
and Giffords have captivated the nation 
with their story, appearing in an exclusive 
Diane Sawyer interview, and on Nightline 
and The Daily Show, among others, and 
have appeared on the covers of People 
and USA Today. Named one of the Esquire’s 
2011 “Americans of the Year,” Kelly was also 
featured on the cover of and profiled in the 
magazine. 
 With the recent launch of the historic 
year-long space expedition and Twins 
Study, Mark Kelly continues to secure his 
place in history, partnering with his brother, 
Scott from the ground to participate in an 
unprecedented NASA study on how space 
affects the human body. Recently named 
the Space and Aviation Contributor for 
NBC News and MSNBC, over the next year, 
he will be providing the world with insider 
perspective and intimate coverage of the 
yearlong experiment.
 An American hero who exemplifies 
effective leadership and courage under 
pressure, Kelly offers audiences insights 
drawn from his various and extensive 
experiences, from leading teams in some 
of the most dynamic environments 
imaginable, to the thrill of spaceflight 
and making history, to the importance of 
commitment to career and family, in order 
to truly define and achieve success.   



HERM EDWARDS
ESPN NFL Analyst

Whether it is his faith, his family or 
his football team, Herman Edwards 

exudes passion in all areas of life. That 
energetic and enthusiastic attitude best 
defines the way Edwards approaches his 
role as an in-studio NFL analyst for ESPN. 
Edwards’ iconic voice is fully integrated 
into all of the network’s platforms, from 
radio and digital to television broadcasts. 
Edwards utilizes his diverse background in 
pro football to be one of the most informed 
and educated analysts on television today. 

 In a passionate and motivational 
message, Doing the Little Things & Executing 
Vision, Edwards touches on a variety of 
topics with every audience including 
leadership, work ethic, overcoming 
obstacles, developing character, performing 
with integrity and getting the most out of 
each and every member of your team. Herm 
calls upon stories and experiences from 
his nearly three decades in professional 
football as a player, scout, assistant coach, 
head coach and now TV analyst to move the 
audience to perform at their very best. 
 The Fort Monmouth, N.J. native enjoyed 
a 10-year professional playing career from 
1977 to 1986, spending the first nine of 
those seasons with the Philadelphia Eagles. 
He earned second-team All-NFC honors 
in 1980 and played an instrumental role 
on a hard-hitting Philadelphia defense 
that helped boost the Eagles to a berth in 
Super Bowl XV. Edwards concluded his NFL 
playing career in 1986 and secured his first 
job with the Kansas City Chiefs in 1989 as 
the recipient of the club’s Minority Coaching 
Fellowship. Edwards is the first graduate of 
the fellowship to become the head coach 
of the franchise for which he served his 
fellowship. 
 After a one-year stint as a pro personnel 
scout with Kansas City in 1995, Edwards 
moved with Tony Dungy to Tampa Bay in 
1996. In 2001, Edwards departed Tampa 
Bay to become head coach of the New York 

Jets. Edwards also led the N.Y. Jets to the 
postseason in his first campaign with the 
squad.  Edwards rejoined the Chiefs in 2006, 
becoming the first head coach in franchise 
history to guide Kansas City to the playoffs 
in his initial season with the club. 
 Throughout his career, Edwards has 
used his position in the league to serve 
as a positive role model. He and his wife 
Lia are involved in numerous charitable 
efforts and philanthropic endeavors. In 
2002, Edwards was named the Big Brother 
of the Year by the Catholic Big Brothers For 
Boys and Girls in New York. Edwards was 
appointed as a charter member of the Fritz 
Pollard Alliance in 2003, which serves as 
a conduit between NFL minority coaches 
and league executives. He was also named 
to the Positive Coaching Alliance’s National 
Advisory Committee that year. Since 
returning to Kansas City and establishing a 
home base, Edwards has reconnected with 
the local Boys & Girls Clubs. He has also 
been an active participant in the All Pro 
Dad initiative, a parenting program that has 
received national recognition. The Edwards’ 
are also active supporters of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation in Kansas 
City. 



BRIAN BEAULIEU
Economist, ITR Economics

Brian Beaulieu has been delivering 
workshops and economic analysis 

seminars in 7 countries to thousands of 
business owners and executives for the last 
31 years. During that period he has also 
been consulting with companies who need 
a domestic and global perspective on how 
to forecast, plan, and increase their profits 
based on business cycle trend analysis.
 He is co-author of Prosperity in the Age of 
Decline, a powerful look at how to make the 
most of the US and global trends over the 
next 20 years. Brian also co-authored Make 
Your Move, a practical and insightful guide 
on increasing profits through business cycle 
changes, and noted by one reviewer as 
“simple, yet awesome.”
 He is on the Board of Directors of 
the Ariens Company, a global leading 
manufacturer of outdoor power equipment, 
and a member of the Investment 
Committee for NorthStar Financial 
Services, CLS Investments in Omaha, Nebr. 
Brian is also Chief Economist for Vistage 
International, a global organization of CEOs 
comprising over 16,000 members.

 Brian’s views have appeared in/on: 
the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, 
Barron’s, USA Today, CNBC TV, FOX Business 
TV, Knight Ridder News Services, Reuters, 
CBS Radio, The Washington Times, Forbes, 
Atlanta Journal Constitution, KERA TV, 
Canadian TV, and numerous other outlets. 
He is a regular columnist and contributing 
economist to national trade associations 
and publications.
 Founded in 1948, ITR Economics is 
the oldest, privately-held, continuously 
operating economic research & consulting 
firm in the United States. With a long-term 
94.7% accuracy rating, ITR Economics has 
forecast major economic events, such as 
the 2008 recession, well in advance and 
provides reliable industry and company 
forecasts tailored to client’s needs. ITR 
Economics also offers economic webinars, 
subscription periodicals, consultative 
reports, and data collection services.

SPEAKER PROFILES



KELLY MCDONALD
Marketing & Advertising Expert, 
McDonald Marketing

The 2010 Census numbers revealed 
startling and profound changes. One in 

three Americans is not White. Four states 
have “minority majority” populations. Young 
people increasingly are opting not to get 
married. Asians have the highest household 
income of any race or ethnicity. Rural 
communities are losing population fast. 
 Now, more than ever, it’s imperative 
that you understand the changing 
demographics of the communities and 
groups you serve. How can you best serve 
a local community or organization if you 
don’t know what your community looks like 
today? 
 And the changes in demographics 
take many forms: racial, ethnic, gender, 
generational, sexual preference, linguistic, 
even lifestage and level of affluence, to 
name a few. Diversity of thought helps 
companies stay leading-edge and proactive 
as well. And learning about differences in 
values among different groups is the key to 
maximizing relationships, marketing efforts 
and business opportunities. 

 This presentation will focus on why 
changing demographics and diversity are 
business opportunities and how these 
changes affect your business today and 
tomorrow.
 Kelly McDonald is a marketing and 
advertising expert and considered one of 
the nation’s top experts in multicultural 
marketing and consumer trends. Her client 
experience includes brands such as Toyota, 
State Farm, Nike, Harley-Davidson, Miller-
Coors, and Sherwin-Williams. 
 Kelly was named #1 on the list of 
“26 Hot Speakers” by Successful Meetings 
Magazine. Advertising Age has twice named 
her company one of the top ad agencies 
in the U.S. She has been featured on CNBC, 
in Forbes, BusinessWeek, Fast Company, on 
CNNMoney.com and on Sirius/XM Radio.
 She is the author of two books. Her first, 
“How to Market to People Not Like You,” was 
#7 on the list of Bestselling Business Books 
of 2011 and her latest book is titled “Crafting 
the Customer Experience for People Not Like 
You.” 



PROGRAM SCHEDULE

MONDAY, 
JANUARY 18

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Registration Desk Open

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm Welcome to Tucson! Opening Reception

8:00 am - 9:00 am Breakfast Buffet

9:00 am - 10:15 am         Keynote Speaker, Capt. Mark Kelly, Endeavor to Succeed

10:30 am - 11:00 am PIJAC Legislative Update

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Brian Beaulieu, ITR Economics, Short and Long Term Economic Forecast and the Impact on the Pet Industry

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch Buffet with Tabletop Exhibits

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Breakout Session 1: The Dog Crisis, Part I: Developing the Next Generation of Breeding Standards
 Breakout Session 2:  Pet Product Trends, Part I: Marketing to Today’s Pet Owner

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Breakout Session 1: Election 2016: How Changes in the Political Landscape May Affect Your Business 
 Breakout Session 2:  Crisis Communications: Protecting Your Brand

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Networking Reception with Tabletop Exhibits

8:00 am - 9:00 am Breakfast Buffet

9:00 am - 10:15 am         Keynote Speaker, Kelly McDonald, Changing Demographics: How this Affects Your Business Today and  
 Tomorrow

10:30 am -11:00 am Association Activities Update

11:00am - 12:00 pm Coach Herm Edwards, Doing the Little Things and Executing Vision

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Lunch Buffet with Tabletop Exhibits

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Breakout Session: The Dog Crisis, Part II: Where Will Tomorrow’s Dogs Come From?

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Breakout Session: Pet Product Trends, Part II: Marketing to Today’s Pet Owner

2:00 pm - 4:30 pm Executive Conferences

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm Networking Reception with Tabletop Exhibits

7:30 am - 12:00 pm Executive Conferences

12:30 pm - 6:00 pm Golf Tournament – Shotgun start

7:00 pm  - 10:00 pm Wild West Party

WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 20

TUESDAY
JANUARY 19

THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 21



LOEWS VENTANA CANYON RESORT
Nestled in the foothills of the Santa 

Catalina Mountain range of Tucson, 
Ariz., the Loews Ventana Canyon Resort 
was named in Travel + Leisure’s 2014 list of 
the Top 50 Hotels for World's Best Family 
Travel with their Lakeside Spa designated as 
a Conde Nast Traveler Top 100 Resort Spa. 
To see all that the Loews Ventana Canyon 
Resort has to offer, and to explore local 
activities and points of interest, visit www.
loewshotels.com/ventana-canyon/.  
 Pet Industry Leadership Conference 
attendees can book at the special group 
rate of $229 per night, single or double 
occupancy, which includes the daily resort 
fee. The resort fee includes complimentary 
guess room internet for up to three 
devices, self and valet parking, Lakeside 
Fitness Center access as well as yoga and 
fitness classes.  These rates will be offered 
three days before and three days after the 
meeting dates, based on availability. 
 Reservations may be made by calling 
the Resort’s reservations line at 800-234-
6117. Reservations may also be made online 
at www.pida.org. Please indicate that you 
are an attendee of the PILC to receive the 
convention rate. Reservations must be 
made by the cut-off date of December 27, 
2015. Reservations requested after the 
group room block is filled, or after the cut-
off date, whichever comes first, will be based 
on availability at the resort’s prevailing rates.  

HOTEL & RESERVATIONS

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Located just steps from the front lobby, 

Loews Ventana Canyon offers two Tom 
Fazio-designed championship 18-hole golf 
courses. Both courses are designed to blend 
into the Santa Catalina Mountains’ natural 
features, weaving through desert cacti and 
scenic canyons. Golf Digest magazine has 
ranked Ventana Canyon 34th of the Top 75 
Golf Resorts in America. 
 The tournament’s scramble format 
puts the emphasis on fun as foursomes 
compete for team prizes and individual 
skill events. Your tournament fee includes 
greens fee and cart, box lunch and hosted 
beverage cart. Club rentals are available 
— be sure to reserve when you register for 
the conference. Whether you are a high-
handicapper or a scratch golfer, players of 
all calibers will enjoy a day on the links at 
the Pet Industry Leadership Conference golf 
tournament!

TRAVELING TO TUCSON
Tucson International Airport is served by 

six major domestic airlines — Alaska, 
American, Delta, Southwest, United and 
US Airways — with daily nonstop service 
to/from 15 destinations and connections 
around the world. All major rental car 
agencies are on-site and shared ride 
van services, limos and taxis are readily 
available. The Loews Ventana Canyon resort 
is located approximately 30 minutes from 
the airport. 



SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Hotel Key Cards .............................$5,000  
Evening Reception (Tues) ..........  $10,000  
Evening Reception (Wed) ...........  $10,000  

SPONSORSHIP

BBQ Closing Dinner .....................  $10,000  
Lunch with tabletop (Tues.) ......  $7,500  
Lunch with tabletop (Wed) .......... $7,500  
Breakout Session ..........................  $10,000  

Breakfast Buffet (Tues) ................$10,000  
Breakfast Buffet (Wed) ................$10,000  
Golf Tournament ...........................$20,000  
Conference Bag .............................$12,000

Sponsor Greeting in Program

Logo recognition in Conference Web and Pre-Show Print Materials

Full page advertisement in Program

Special recognition as lead sponsor

Exclusive ad on conference website

Recognition on sponsor board at event

Recognition on Media Releases 

Organization material placed into registration bag (one piece)

Name and logo signage in sponsorship recognition area

Logo Recognition on official banner

Social Media Recognition

One Tabletop Display

Two Full Conference Registrations

Choice of Networking Event

PLATINUM
SPONSOR - $50,000

GOLD
SPONSOR - $20,000

SILVER
SPONSOR - $7,500

BRONZE
SPONSOR - $5,000SPONSORSHIP LEVEL INCLUDES

To become an event sponsor, please contact Josh Vetere at jvetere@americanpetproducts.org or phone 203-532-3652. Sponsorship deadline is November 13, 2015.
Sponsorships received after the deadline will receive recognition onsite, but not in pre-show print materials, the program or press materials.



EXHIBITS

TABLETOP SHOW HOURS

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
12 pm – 2 pm Tabletop Exhibits / Lunch Buffet
5 pm – 7 pm Tabletop Exhibits / Networking Reception

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20
12 pm – 2 pm Tabletop Exhibits / Lunch Buffet
5 pm – 7 pm Tabletop Exhibits / Networking Reception

HOW TO EXHIBIT
Complete the enclosed tabletop registration form 
and return along with your payment to PIDA.

• One-of-a-kind opportunity where pet industry executives 
are all together in one room

• Leading members of the pet industry will be in attendance 
including manufacturers and distributors

• Meet 250 decision makers in a $60 billion industry
• Quality B2B encounters with manufacturers and 

distributors
• Three days of one-on-one discussions, networking, and 

the chance to build strategic partnerships
• Reach qualified audiences in a cost-effective way
• Generate new sales leads
• Recruit new distribution channels
• Establish long-lasting connections 
• Obtain key insight into the industry
• Attend educational seminars and industry panels
• Receive registration list in advance
• Select from a wide variety of sponsorship opportunities 
• Coverage from industry press
• Unwind at the Loews Ventana Canyon Resort with a round 

of golf
• Beat the mid-winter blues in Tucson, Arizona 

REASONS TO EXHIBIT AT THE PET INDUSTRY 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

YOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Two complimentary conference registrations
• One draped tabletop and two chairs at conference
• Booth identification sign
• Complimentary one time pre- and post-show attendee list
• Company listing and logo in printed onsite guide

TABLETOP EXHIBIT - $5,000



 

PET INDUSTRY 
LEADERSHIPCONFERENCE

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
Registration is open to members of PIDA, PIJAC and APPA. 
Register online at www.pida.org or use the enclosed form.    

REGISTRATION DEADLINES:
Early Registration (through October 31): $1,095 per person
Regular Registration (November 1, 2015 – January 15, 2016): $1,195 per person
Late Registration (After January 15): $1,295 per person
Spouse Registration: $395 per person

SPONSORSHIP DEADLINE: November 13, 2015 

TABLETOP DEADLINE: December 11, 2015
 

HOTEL RESERVATION DEADLINE:  December 27, 2015
Book online through www.pida.org, or call 800-234-6117.  Reservations are first come, 
first served and the room block will sell out — don’t delay! 

THE LARGEST CONFERENCE 
FOR PET INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES
The pet industry’s future is being reshaped 
every day. The pet owning public expects 
the industry to deliver new ideas, better 
products, higher quality and at lower prices 
than ever before. Companies are challenged 
daily to meet these demands — and a 
coordinated strategy is key to success. There 
is no better place than The Pet Industry 
Leadership Conference to discover your 
best strategy.

Sign up now to reserve your place at the 
industry’s newest and largest management 
conference!


